
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O.Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450 
www.usirto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONRRMATION NO. 


09/502,970 


02/1 1/2000 


Steven P. Capps 


2300 


5937 



7590 04/22/2005 

Law Offices of Albert S. Michalik, PLLC 
704 - 228th Avenue NE 
Suite 193 

SAMMAMISH, WA 98074 



EXAMINER 



KE, PENG 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2174 

DATE MAILED: 04/22/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



4 

OfficB Action Sunim3rv 


Application No. 

09/502.970 


Applicant(s) 

CAPPS ET AL. 


Examiner 

Peng Ke 


Art Unit 

2174 





— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

. - Extensions of time maybe available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- tf NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12/10/2005 . 
2b)\3 This action is final. 2b)I3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex pa/te Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-44,70 and 71 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim{s) 1-44,70 and 71 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See- 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawjng(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfonn PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C, § 1 1 9 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). . 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) 13 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) n Information Disclosure Statenrient(s} (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) CH Interview Sunamary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) CH Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52} 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326{Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20050411 



Application/Control Number: 09/502,970 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2174 

DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to communications: Amendment, filed on 12/10/05. 
Claims 1-44, 70, and 71 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 25, 29, 37, and 70 are 
independent claims. In the Amendment, filed on 12/10/05, claims 1-44, 70 and 71 were elected. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim 1, 2, 8-44, 70, and 71 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Swartz et al (US 2003/0028368). 

As per claim 1, Swartz et al. teaches (Original) in a computer system having graphical 
user interface and a user interface selection device, a method of providing the user interface for 
selection therefrom, comprising: 

maintaining information about a sequence of places visited on the computer system, the 
sequence extending across a plurality of applications; (See Swartz: paragraph 0072; Examiner 
interprets chronological order to be a sequence of places visited) 

displaying, along with a display of a first application of the plurality, a first selection 
mechanism associated with the sequence of places according to the information; (See Swartz et 
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al: figure 3, item 303, paragraph 0029; Examiner interprets the Snapshot navigator menu to be a 
first selection mechanism) 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of first selection mechanism, navigating to 
a place in the sequence that is in a second appHcation of the plurality. (See Swartz pai agraph 
0040; Examiner interprets selecting of subsequent application by using a mouse to be a 
navigating to a place in the sequence that is in a second application of the plurality.) 

As per claim 2, Swartz teaches (Original) The method of claim 1 . Swartz further teaches 
wherein navigating to a place comprises navigating to a previous place in the sequence. (See 
Swartz paragraph 0040) 

As per claim 8, Swart teaches the method of claim 7. Swart teaches wherein displaying 
the representation of the information comprises displaying a recent places page comprising, for 
each of the places, a place link associated with the place. (See Swartz paragraphs 0032-0035) 

As per claim 9, Swart teaches the method of claim 8. Swart teaches the method further 
comprising: 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of n of the place links, navigating to the 
place associated with the one place link. (See Swartz paragraphs 0032-0035) 

As per claim 10, Swart teaches the method of claim 1 . Swart teaches a method further 
comprising: 

maintaining information about applications that have been displayed on the computer 
system; and (See Swartz paragraphs 0032-0035) 
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displaying for each of the applications, according to a information about applications, a 
representation of the appUcation. (See Swartz paragraphs 0030; Examiner interprets the 
thumbnails to be a representation of the application) 

As per claim 11, Swart teaches the method of claim 10. Swart teaches a method further 
comprising: 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of one of the representations, taking action 
with respect to the appHcation associated with the representation. (See Swartz paragraphs 0032- 
0035) 

As per claim 12, Swart teaches the method of claim 10. Swart teaches wherein each of 
the representations for each of the apphcations comprises a representation of a place most 
recently visited by the application. (See Swartz: paragraph 0072; Examiner interprets 
chronological order to be a representation of the most recently visited the applications) 

As per claim 13, Swart teaches the method of claim 12. Swart teaches further 
comprising: 

in response to a signal indicative of a selection of a representation of a most recently 
visited place, displaying the most recently visited place in the respective appHcation. (See 
Swartz: paragraph 0072) 

As per claim 14, Swart teaches the method of claim 10. Swart further teaches 
comprising: 
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in response to a signal indicative of a first selection of one of the representations 
displaying the application associated with the representation; (See Swartz pai'agraphs 0032-0035) 
and 

in response to, a signal indicative of a second selection of one of the representations, 
displaying places that have been displayed in the appHcation. (See Swartz paragraph 0040) 

As per claim 1 5, Swart teaches the method of claim 14. Swart further teaches wherein the 
second selection comprises providing a menu that displays places that have been displayed in the 
application. (See Swartz et al: figure 3, item 303, paragraph 0029) 

As per claim 16, which is dependent on claim 14, it is of the same scopes claim 12. Supra 
As per claim 17, Swart teaches the method of claim 1 . Swart further teaches the method 
comprising: 

maintaining information about each of the places, a information including a reference to 
page code used to implement the place, (figure 3, item "# slides: 4", Examiner interprets Slides 

# to be page code) 

As per claim 18, Swart teaches the method of claim 1 . Swart further teaches method 
wherein the information about each of the places includes a reference to data that is combined 
with the page code to display the place, (figure 3, item "# slides: 4", Examiner interprets Slides 

# to be page code) 

As per claim 19, Swart teaches the method of claim 18. Swart further teaches method 
wherein the information about each of the places includes view state information for the place, 
(figure 3 , item "1/28/98 4:58pm") 
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As per claim 20, Swart teaches the method of claim 1 . Swart further teaches the method 
is a computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions. (See Swart paragraph 
0005-0009) 

As per claim 2 1 , Swart teaches the method of claim 1 . Swart further teaches wherein in 
the second appHcation includes display information associated therewith, and further comprising 
overriding the display information so as to display the place in the second application in 
accordance with drawing functions provided by the user interface. (See Swartz paragraphs 0032- 
0035) 

As per claim 22, Swart teaches the method of claim 21 , wherein overriding comprises 
suppressing the display information. (See Swartz paragraphs 0032-0035) 

As per claim 23, Swart teaches the method of claim 21, w rein overriding comprises 
rerouting the display information to the drawing functions of the shell component. (See Swartz 
paragraph 0043; It is inherent when the focus is changed the interface is redrawn with the shell 
component) 

As per claim 24, Swart teaches the method of claim 1, wherein tire first appUcation is 
displayed in a first application window, and wherein navigating to the ace in the second 
application comprises displaying the place in a second application window that is not the same as 
the first application window, (figure 3, item 305) 

As per claim 25, it is rejected with the same rationale as claim 1 . Supra 
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As per claim 26, which is dependent on claim 25, it is of the same scope as claim 8. 

Supra 

As per claim 27, which is dependent on claim 25, it is of the same scope as claim 9. 

Supra 

As per claim 28, which is dependent on claim 25, it is of the same scope as claim 20. 

Supra 

As per claim 29, Swart teaches in a computer system having a graphical user interface 
and a user interface selection device, a method of providing the user interface for selection 
therefrom, comprising: 

maintaining information about appUcations configured to run on the computer system; 
(See Swartz: paragraph 0072; Examiner interprets chronological order to be a sequence of 
places visited) 

displaying for each of the applications, according to the information about appUcations, a 
representation corresponding to the application; (See Swartz et al: figure 3, item 303, paragraph 
0029; Examiner interprets the Snapshot navigator menu to be a first selection mechanism) 

and in response to a signal indicative of a selection of one of the representations, 
displaying places that have been visited by the application. (See Swartz paragraphs 0032-0035) 

As per claim 30-31, which is dependent on claim 29, it is of the same scope as claim 12- 
13 respectively. Supra 
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As per claim 32, Swartz et al teaches the method of claim 29. Swartz further teaches 
wherein displaying places that have been visited by the application comprises opening a menu 
that displays places that have been displayed in the application. (See Swartz paragraphs 0035) 

As per claim 33, which is dependent on claim 29, it is of the same scope as claim 16. 

Supra 

As per claim 34, Swartz et a. teaches the method of claim 29. Swartz further teaches the 
representations of the appUcations are displayed on a selection bar. (See Swartz figure 3, item 
301) 

As per claim 35, which is dependent on claim 29, it is of the same scope as claim 12. 

Supra 

As per claim 36, which is dependent on claim 29, it is of the same scope as claim 20. 

Supra 

As per claim 37, Swartz teaches in a computer system, a method of navigating between 
places that have been visited by the computer system, comprising: 

maintaining information about a place, the inform on including: 

a reference to first executable code for displaying the place; (See Swart paragraph 0005- 
00p9)and 

a reference to a data object that is bound with the executable code to display the place; 
(See Swartz paragraphs 0032-0035) 

altering the data object in a second executable code as to form an altered data object; and 
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in response to a request for the place, binding the altered data object and the first (See 
Swartz paragraph 0043) 

executable code and displaying an altered place. (See Swartz paragraph 0043) 

As per claim 38, which is dependent on claim 37, it is of the same scope as claim 19. 

Supra 

As per claim 39, Swartz teaches the method of claim 37. Swartz further teaches where in 
the altered data object includes view state information, and wherein the altered place is displayed 
according to the view state information. (See Swartz paragraph 0043) 

As per claim 40, Swartz teaches the method of claim 37. Swartz further teaches wherein 
the altered place is displayed according to a view state registry. (See Swartz paragraph 0043) 

As per claim 41, which is dependent on claim 37. it is of the same scope as claim 20. 

Supra 

As per claim 42, Swartz teaches the method of claim 37. Swartz further teaches wherein 
the reference to the data object comprises a moniker. (See Swartz paragraph 0030; Examiner 
interprets filename to be a moniker) 

. As per claim 43, which is dependent on claim 37, it is of the same scope as claim 20. 

Supra 

As per claim 44, Swartz teaches a computer readable medium having stored thereon a 
data structure, the data structure comprising: 

a first data field comprising a reference to a page c e for use in rendering a place that has 
been visited on a computer system; and ; (See Swartz: paragraph 0072; Examiner interprets 
chronological order to be a sequence of places visited) 
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a second data field comprising a reference to a data object that is bound with the page 
code to display the place; and (See Swartz et al: figure 3, item 303, paragraph 0029; Examiner 
interprets the Snapshot navigator menu to be a first selection mechanism) 

a third data field comprising view state information that selects a view state for a binding 
of the data object and the executable code. (See Swartz paragraph 0043) 

45-69 (canceled), 

As per claim 70, Swartz teaches in a computer system having user interface, a system for 
rendering a pajge on the user interface, comprising: 

a data object corresponding to tile page; (See Swartz et al. figure 3, item 304) 

page code corresponding to the page; (figure 3, item "# slides: 4", Examiner interprets 
Slides # to be page code) 

view state information corresponding to the page; (figure 3 , item "1/28/98 4:58pm") 

a data structure corresponding to the page and including references that bind the page 
code, the view state information and the data object to each other; (See Swartz: paragraph 0072; 
Examiner interprets chronological order to be a sequence of places visited) 

a retrieval mechanism, the retrieval mechanism configured to access the data object, the 
page code and the view state information; and (See Swartz et al: figure 3, item 303, paragraph 
0029; Examiner interprets the Snapshot navigator menu to be a first selection mechanism) 

an interpreter, the interpreter connected to the retrieval mechanism and configured to 
render the page in accordance with the data object, the page de and the view state information. 
(See Swartz paragraph 0040) 
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As per claim 71, Swartz teaches the system of claim 70. Swartz teaches the system 
further comprise wherein the data object includes a second set of view state information, and 
further comprising a selection mechanism for determining view state information to use. (See 
Swaitz paragraph 0043) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 3-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Swartz (US 
2001/0028368) in view Aragon (US 6,055,327). 

As per claim 3, Swartz teaches the method of claim 2, However, he fails to teach where 
in the first selection mechanism comprises a back button. 

Aragon teaches using a back button to navigate through a list documents. (See Aragon 
col 16, lines 30-45) 

It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Aragon' s 
teaching with method of Swartz in order to allow user to navigate the documents without using a 
mouse. 

As per claim 4, Swartz teaches the method of claim 2. However, he fails teaches 
furthermore comprising: displaying, along with the display of the first application, a second 
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selection mechanism associated with the sequence of places according to the information, the 
selection of which navigates to the next place in the sequence of places. 

Aragon teaches using a back button and a forward button to navigate through a list 
documents. (See Aragon: col. 16, lines 30-45) 

It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include Aragon' s 
teaching with method of Swartz in order to allow user to navigate the documents without using a 
mouse. 

As per claim 5, Swartz and Aragon teach the method of claim 3. Aragon further teaches 
wherein the second selection mechanism comprises a forward button. (See Aragon: col. 16, lines 
30-45) 

As per claim 6, Swartz and Aragon teach the method of claim 5. Aragon further teaches 
when in the first selection mechanism comprises a back button. (See Aragon: col. 16, lines 30- 
45) 

As per claim 7, which is dependent on claim 1, it is of the same scope as claim 4. Supra 

Conclusion 

The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 
Navigation System: 

Peters: (US 5,050,105) discloses a direct cursor controlled access to multiple application 
programs and data. 

Southgate: (US 6,1 10,223) discloses a graphic editor for block diagram level design of 
circuits. 
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Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peng Ke whose telephone number is (571) 272-4062. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and Alternate Fridays 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appHcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto!gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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